
Heôs a close talker. She has man hands. Heôs not sponge-wor-
thy. Not that thereôs anything wrong with that.

Jerry Seinfeld is one of the few comedians who are as well-
known for their stand-up as their TV credits ð and vice versa. 
Both ñSeinfeldò-isms and Seinfeldisms have entered our language. 
You probably had that coworker who could run through the entire 
script from the night before, and did. Maybe one of your friends 
did a great Kramer impression, whether he knew it or not. You 
may even have dated someone who failed to mention that one of 
their best jokes, the one that made you laugh so hard you snorted, 
wasnôt original; it was right out of SeinLanguage. And when you 
found out, you thought, ñI should have known. No one but Jerry 
Seinfeld could have come up with that.ò
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When Seinfeld booked a 10-show run 
at New Yorkôs Broadhurst theater, replay-
ing his classic material before retiring it 
forever, tickets sold out on the first day they 
were available. ñIôm Telling You for the 
Last Timeò drew more than 1,000 fans to 
its first show on Aug. 5, 1998. In a stand-up 
comedianôs dream come true, they gave him 
a standing ovation before he even began his 
act. With a lot of hard work and self-improve-
ment, Seinfeld had made it to the top of his 
profession. By his own choice, however, his 
work was far from over.

Born in Brooklyn to Kalman and 
Betty Seinfeld on April 29, 1954, Jerome 
ñJerryò Seinfeld grew up in the suburb of 
Massepequa, Long Island. He decided early 
that he wanted to be a professional comedian. 
In 1976, right after his graduation ceremony 
at Queens College, he went to Catch a Rising 

Star in New York for amateur night try-out. 
That same year, he appeared on a Rodney 
Dangerfield HBO special. At age 27, he gave 
his career a healthy boost with an appearance 
on Johnny Carsonôs ñTonightò show.

Television network NBC noticed this 
rising star and invited him to create a sitcom 
with Larry David. ñThe Seinfeld Chroniclesò 
first aired in 1989. With its metamorphosis 
into ñSeinfeldò one year later, the show 
enjoyed a phenomenally successful nine-sea-
son run, making Jerry Seinfeld a household 
name, and a multi-millionaire. 

Thereôs a reason this show ñabout noth-
ingò was such a cultural and comedic success: 
It was born of stand-up comedy. In his New 
York Times No. 1 bestselling SeinLanguage 
(1993), Seinfeldôs distinctive delivery and 
magnified brand of observation point out 
his influence on the show. (Similarly, HBOôs 

ñCurb Your Enthusiasmò hints at the improv 
genius and influence of onetime stand-up 
comedian Larry David.) 

While there are recurring jokes and 
continuous threads, stand-up doesnôt exactly 
have a plot ð but there is a method to 
the madness. Bill Cosby had his engaging 
family stories; George Carlin had his brilliant 
political uprisings; Richard Pryor had his 
frank racial and cultural commentary. Jerry 
Seinfeld and these iconic comedians share 
a rare distinction: Each of them took their 
audiences and showed them a new way to 
observe the world. 

From the beginning of his comedy 
career, Seinfeld understood that those things 
no one thinks to mention are some of the 
most significant. What we feel most strongly 
about, we usually donôt stop to consider. The 
variations on ñHelloò that we run through 

when we see someone at the office, even if 
itôs the third time that morning. The odd little 
legs on ventriloquist dummies. The soap that 
is, mysteriously, on a rope. ñNothingò is what 
weôre surrounded by every day.

What Jerry Seinfeld surrounds himself 
with today is much different from when he 
first performed stand-up, or even after NBC 
made him a household name. The 2002 
Miramax documentary ñComedian,ò which 
centers on Seinfeldôs experiences touring 
after retiring his old material, reveals some of 
his new bits ð such as the way pizza places 
stuff cheese into pizza thatôs all cheese any-
way, and how every new technology, from 
video to photocopiers to the Internet, gets 
turned immediately to a sexual purpose 
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From some of the best episodes of one 
of televisionôs best comedies: 
What do you know about ñSeinfeldò?

ð as well as his new role as a husband 
and father. While backstage at ñThe Late 
Showò with David Letterman, Seinfeld 
was spending time with daughter, Sascha, 
who will be 4 years old in November. He 
and his wife of five years, Jessica Sklar, 
had a son, Julian Kal, in March 2003.

Instead of retiring to become a full-
time family man, or simply resting on his 
laurels from the past decade ð including 
three Emmy nominations and an Emmy 
for ñSeinfeld,ò a Golden Globe Award 
for Best Actor in a TV Series and an 
American Comedy Award for Funniest 
Male Stand-Up Comic ð Jerry Seinfeld 
returned to the most painful, vital part 
of a comedianôs life: The beginning of 
his act. 

He described the experience of 
standup in ñComedian:ò ñThe equivalent 
for a normal person would be to go to 
work in your underwear and try to do 
your job like youôd normally do.ò 

After building a solid act ð the 
stand-up equivalent of a full set of clothes 
ð Seinfeld chose to strip back down, 
return to the stage, and try to win every-
one over again. The strength and talent 
needed to succeed at this kind of reno-
vation, and the character and desire to 
attempt it in the first place, distinguishes 
the artistic from the merely successful. Itôs 
no accident that Jerry Seinfeld is both.

Robert de Niroôs first line in The 
Untouchables ð or, in Seinlanguage, 
ñThe Unshushables,ò those chatty people 
you hope stayed home tonight ð sums 
up Seinfeldôs secret to becoming one of 
Americaôs great comedians: ñWe laugh 
because itôs funny, and we laugh because 
itôs true.ò 
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